prevent introductions from region to region. Meanwhile, the international community has failed to prevent a stream of species from flowing around the world, with the exception of a 1951 agreement to prevent introductions of plant pests. President Clinton's executive order creates a federal interagency Invasive Species Council whose members include the secretaries of state, treasury, defense, the interior, agriculture, commerce, and transportation, along with the administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The council will develop a comprehensive plan to minimize the economic, ecologic, and human health impacts of invasive species and determine additional steps to prevent their introduction and spread. An advisory committee will provide information for the council, including recommended actions at local, state, and regional levels. The management plan, due in July 2000, will review existing programs and authorities to control nonindigenous species and recommend measures that legislatures and health agencies should take. The council will also establish a study on exotics in federal territories 
Bwreathing Easier
It is common for air pollutants to be 2-5 times more concentrated inside homes than outdoors, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and sometimes indoor air can be over 100 times more polluted. For many people, the most unhealthy air they breathe all day is indoor air. And, because people may spend as much as 90% of their time indoors, many public health officials are warning people to take steps to reduce their exposure to indoor air pollutants. A 1998 presidential prodamation and the designation of October as Home Indoor Air Quality Awareness and Action Month have helped bring national attention to these issues. Recently, public health workers from the EPA, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, state agencies, and academia allied themselves to spread information on indoor air pollution and how to avoid the health problems associated with it. The result of their efforts is the Healthy Indoor Air for America's Homes Web site, located at http://www.montana.edu/wwwcxair. The site provides information on the most common indoor air pollutants, how to detect and avoid them, and how to educate others about them.
The pollutants that lurk indoors can come from a wide variety of sources including combustion appliances, furnishings, household products, and pets. Because modern, energy-efficient buildings tend to be tightly sealed, with very little fresh air entering from outdoors, these pollutants can reach high levels inside.
Indoor pollutants can lead to a variety of health problems. wide variety of diseases, including diarrhea, paralysis, and conjunctivitis. In addition, hepatitis A virus, which causes severe liver disease, and coxsackievirus B, a cause of myocarditis (inflammation of the heart muscle), commonly appear in studies of marine waters, she says. Although the levels of viruses detected were low and thus the probability of illness was also low, Rose says, people can become ill from exposure to low levels. The major source of this contamination is septic tanks, underground concrete containers that are meant to allow sewage to partially decay before releasing it to the environment. Florida has 1.6 million septic tanks, 80% of them in coastal areas. The tanks lack the aeration and decomposing organisms found at water treatment plants. Also, although septic tanks should be flushed periodically, this isn't always done. In addition, the porous limestone that is present in many of the Keys allows water containing fecal matter to travel rapidly, and Rose has found that the tides pump viruses in and out of subsurface rock as they raise and lower the water surface.
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